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REGIONAL SHARING OF INFORMATION & CONCERNS

A recent upsurge in communication with officials in several East Central Minnesota counties has
shown that there is indeed a lot of interest in efforts to establish an emergency communications
network throughout the region. The Amateur Radio component in this network has gained their
attention as well, and efforts are underway to put it together.

On Wednesday, January 31, | had a very informative chat with Lowell Sedlacek, the Veteran’s
Service Administrator for Kanabec County, who also serves as the Emergency Management
Director. Prior to that, | began receiving email from Gene McLain, KBORWF, Homeland Security
Emergency Management Coordinator for Pine County. I've also heard from Amy Springer,
KCQYSA, Public Health Nurse in Morrison County. So there can be no doubt as to where officials
want to go with this.

There appears to be no shortage of funds for acquiring equipment. Indeed, some of the gear has
already been acquired. The resource that seems to be lacking is trained amateur radio operators.
To correct that problem, part of the program must include the recruiting, schooling, licensing, and
training of individuals who are genuinely interested in the hobby of Ham Radio, and are ready,
willing, and able to volunteer in emergency communications exercises and events. Efforts are
being made to do just that. The other problem is providing hands on training of operators on how
to use amateur radio gear. For several weeks following the start of the Tuesday evening net on
146.565 MHz, several newly licensed operators rotated on a weekly basis through the Public
Health Center in Milaca. I'm anticipating that this practice will be resumed shortly. It is especially
beneficial to those operators who as yet have no equipment of their own.

So far, there has been very little activity from the hospitals in Onamia and Mora. The main reason
appears to be the lack of human resources, and that is a big issue. | have volunteered to help
provide resource for the Mora Hospital during their First Wednesday of the month drills, but that
does little to address the bigger problem. Some how, we need to find an effective way to recruit
potential operators.

One of the complaints I've heard is that the current pool of operators we do have are, for the most
part, older people. A solution to this might be through our area public, private, and trade schools. It
is from our young people, especially those students studying electronics within these schools, that
a potential resource might be found. It would be a mistake to simply write them all off as “not being
interested”. After all, we have high school students in our Mille Lacs County classes. The obvious
question is, does anyone have constructive ideas on how this could be done? I’'m certainly open to
any suggestions.
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DO YOU KNOW THE PHONETIC ALPHABET?

One of the most common practices in Amateur Radio communications is the use of what is known
as the Phonetic Alphabet. This practice assists operators during difficult reception conditions by
the use of universally recognized words as substitutes for letters in the alphabet. This alphabet
was developed by the International Telecommunications Union, and is particularly useful during
noisy or otherwise bad band conditions. However, it can also be helpful in normal conditions, too.

The reason the Phonetic Alphabet is so helpful is that so many letters sound the same, even when
the band is noise free. Imagine trying to distinguish a C from a V, or a B from a D when it’s noisy.

If you’ve spent any time on any 75 meter traffic net, you know as well as | do that conditions can

get very bad sometimes. Even though you might not be near a thunderstorm, static crashes from
summertime storms many miles away, especially at night, can wreck havoc on the band. Spelling
a word without employing phonetics for each letter in such conditions is next to impossible.

For example, often operators might not copy a call sign correctly, even on a good day. If | sent my
call sign [KDQCI] to someone who might not hear well enough to tell one letter from another, he
might copy it as KD@ZI, or KBGCI, or KDJEI...... need | go on with the possibilities? With the use
of the Phonetic Alphabet, the receiving station stands a better chance of copying my call correctly.
So, to make a general call on an open worldwide band, I'd probably do so something like this:

“CQ, CQ, CQDX 20 meters. CQ, CQ, CQDX 20 meters. This is KDACI, Kilo Delta Zero Charlie
India, KDQJCI, Ogilvie Minnesota, calling CQDX 20 meters and standing by.”

If you are going to be a message handler on any voice net, especially on the high frequencies, you
really have to know the Phonetic Alphabet, as it is a valuable tool for message accuracy. So, cut
this section out and post it by your radio. You never know when it might come in handy.

The ITU Phonetic Alphabet

A — Alpha N - November
B — Bravo O - Oscar

C — Charlie P - Papa

D — Delta Q - Quebec
E — Echo R - Romeo
F — Foxtrot S - Sierra

G - Golf T - Tango

H — Hotel U - Uniform

| — India V - Victor

J — Juliette W - Whiskey
K — Kilo X — X-ray

L — Lima Y - Yankee
M — Mike Z - Zulu
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SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING REGIONAL VE TEST SESSIONS

Saturday February 10th 2007 - St Cloud Hamfest
Sponsor: SAINT CLOUD ARC

Time: 10:00AM (Walk-ins allowed)

Contact: CHARLES H CHIRHART

(320)259-4416

Email: KOSV@ARRL.NET

VEC: ARRL/VEC

Location: NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY

1710 8TH ST NORTH

SAINT CLOUD, MN 56303

Saturday February 24th 2007
Sponsor: UNSPONSORED
Time: 8:30 AM (Walk-ins allowed)
Contact: JOHN J SMOLENSKI
(763)263-8741

Email: NOYR@ARRL.NET

VEC: ARRL/VEC

Location: AMERICAN LEGION
525 RAILROAD DRIVE

ELK RIVER, MN 55330

Note: This might be one of those “All Day” sessions, so call ahead to find out.

Sponsor: STILLWATER ARA

Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed)
Contact: SHELDON E MANN
(651)439-1272

Email: NODRX@ARRL.NET

VEC: ARRL/VEC

Location: BOUTWELLS LANDING
5600 NORWICH PKWY
PRE-REGISTRATION PREFERRED!
STILLWATER, MN 55082

Saturday March 3rd 2007
Sponsor: ST PAUL RADIO CLUB
Time: 8:30 AM (Walk-ins allowed)
Contact: DAVID M BUENDING
(952)486-0836

Email: AD2B@ARRL.NET

VEC: ARRL/VEC

Location: ROSEVILLE CITY HALL
2660 COUNTY ROAD C

NW COR CTY RD C & LEXINGTON AV
ROSEVILLE, MN 55101

Saturday March 24th 2007 - Midwinter Madness
Sponsor: Robbinsdale Amateur Radio Club
Location: Buffalo Civic Center

1306 County Road 134

Buffalo Minnesota 55313

Time: 8 AM

E-mail: kOltc@kOltc.org

Phone: 763-537-1722

Website: www.kOltc.org
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NET INFORMATION

MILLE LACS COUNTY EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS NET
Every Tuesday Evening @ 7 PM — 146.565 MHz [Simplex]

Preamble and Format for the Mille Lacs County Emergency Preparedness Net
[Updated on January 22" 2007, and supersedes all previous issues]

Preamble:

This is [your call sign] calling the Mille Lacs County Emergency Preparedness Net. This net meets
each Tuesday evening at 7 PM Central Time on a frequency of 146.565 Megaherz for the primary
purpose of operator training. This net also provides dissemination of Amateur Radio information
and bulletins. This is a directed net. Transmit only at the direction of the net control, and please
pause between transmissions so others may join our group. All stations are welcome to join the
net, and are asked to check in by the use of their call sign only. Stations will be recognized in the
order they check in and will be given an opportunity for informal comments. Again, your net control
station is [your call sign], my name is [your first name], and I'm located at [your location].

Format:

Standby for Emergency Traffic

Standby for check-ins from Mobile Stations only [Follow by asking for any relays on mobiles]
Standby for Announcements or Bulletins

Standby for general check-ins

Training and/or Informal Session [Standby periodically for any additional check-ins]

Close the net:
Thank all participants; return the frequency to general amateur use.

Other Area & Regional Nets

EAST CENTRAL MINNESOTA REGION EMERGENCY NET
First Wednesday of every month @ 1 PM — 147.015 [WOMBD Repeater, St Cloud]

UPPER MIDWEST TEN METER NET
Every Thursday Evening — 28.475 USB

NEWCOMERS NET
Every Monday Evening @ 8 PM — 147.015 [WQ@MBD Repeater, St Cloud]

COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS

Newsletter Comments, Questions, Etc.

Permission is granted to subscribers to reprint this newsletter for distribution to others. Material
herein may be used elsewhere, as long as this newsletter is referenced as the source. Your
comments, questions, etc for this newsletter are welcome. Send to kdzeroci@ecenet.com
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AND FINALLY.....

LATE BREAKING NEWS

KCQVZB reported that the Princeton Fire Department has received approval from the city to install
an Amateur Radio antenna at the Fire Station. Plans are to install it as soon as the weather warms
up enough.

THE ANTENNA PICKERS PIC

This marvelous housetop Antenna array comes to us via email courtesy of Dave KCOYBX.
Who says antennas aren't a thing of beauty?

IS IT TRUE, ORISN’T IT?

Hams claim that antennas work better when installed or erected during inclement weather. I'd like
to think it might be true, as some of the best antennas I've had were installed when the weather
was not the most ideal, something to think about when contemplating such a project. On the other
hand, | would not recommend doing so when it’s as cold as it's been around here lately.

73,

Kenny Broshofske KDQCI

|
Newsletter 5



