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PACKET PRESENTATION FOLLOWUP BEING PLANNED 
 
They came from as far away as Little Falls, Becker, and elsewhere in East Central Minnesota to learn about Packet 
Radio, and it appears they got what they came for. Nineteen people, most of whom are licensed Amateur Radio 
operators, attended the first Packet Radio Presentation at St Mary’s Parish Hall in Milaca, held on the evening of 
Thursday April 12th. 
 
A few operators brought their own Packet equipment along for “show and tell” demos, including John Smolenski, 
NØYR, who came from Big Lake for the session. Tom Jameson WØKGW, the Packet radio enthusiast who made the 
main presentation was quite pleased with the turnout, but he was quick to point out the need for more follow-up 
sessions.  
 
After the presentation, the idea for a follow-up “hands on” Packet Workshop” got underway. Pat Wallace, KCØVZA, 
got the ball rolling the next day. Working with Public Health Director Sylvia Cook, KBØTXV, the decision was made to 
arrange for the next workshop to be at the Public Health Center in Milaca. This site is of particular value, as this is one 
of the locations where the actual Packet equipment used in Hospitals and Public Health Centers throughout Minnesota 
is available for emergencies. Using this equipment will provide the “hands on” training that is desperately needed for 
would be Packet operators. 
  
Barry Vermilyea, Infection Control Practitioner at Kanabec Hospital in Mora, is one of those who benefited greatly from 
the last session. He came to the session having no idea how to set up the hospitals Kenwood D700 Dual Band rig for 
Packet. “I set up our radio with the PC to do packet as seen at the seminar.  At least I know how to configure the radio 
& computer,” he said in an email message a few days after the session. 
  
The long term hope is that operators will, at the very least, use the equipment on a regular basis for Packet “exercises” 
that will keep the training fresh in their minds, as well as help assure that the equipment remains in working condition. 
A regularly scheduled Packet Net, similar to the voice net held on the first Wednesday of every month throughout 
Central Minnesota, would be one very worth while method to exchange test messages with other hospitals and public 
health facilities in the region. Waiting for an emergency to occur is not the time to find out if operators are trained, or if 
the equipment works.  
 
Like the first session, this is an all important presentation, especially for Amateur Radio operators who will be involved 
in communications from hospitals and health centers during an emergency. If you are one of them, you are urged to 
make plans to attend this session. The time and date will be announced soon [as of this time, a time and date for 
the workshop had not been scheduled]. 
 
The Milaca Public Health Center is located at 620 North Central Avenue in Milaca. To get to the PHC, go north from 
the stop light on Central Avenue to 6th Avenue. At that corner, you’ll see the Public Health Center on your left. Talk in 
will be provided on 146.565 Mhz. 
 
AMATEUR RADIO CLASSES TO START APRIL 29TH IN FORESTON 
 
Father Jim Cashman, KCØEQE, is starting another Amateur Radio Class on Sunday April 29th at the St Louis Parish 
Center in Foreston. The classes will run from 3 PM until 5 PM every Sunday through June 3rd. 
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This is another opportunity for people in East Central Minnesota intending to become licensed operators to learn about 
Ham Radio. 
 
Several people from the area, especially from Benton County, have registered for the class. To learn more about this 
upcoming class, you may call Father Cashman at 320-294-5460. 
Tornado Drill Exposes Repeater Void In Kanabec County 
 
The Tornado Drill held on Thursday April 12th by the Duluth Office of the National Weather Service demonstrated the 
need for repeater coverage in Kanabec County. The county has been without a two meter repeater for several years, 
but efforts are underway to bring a two meter pair back into the area, ideally in Mora. According to Jerry Dorf, 
Minnesota Repeater Coordinator, there may be at least one possibility, contingent on a “close space” agreement with 
an area to the southeast in Wisconsin. However, with no other two meter repeater pairs available, if this effort fails, the 
only other option appears to be a linked system of 440 Mhz repeaters, including one in Mora. 
 
The National Weather Service in Duluth considers Skywarn coverage in Kanabec County vital during severe weather 
outbreaks that threaten areas to the east within its coverage area. A two meter repeater in Mora would guarantee 
countywide coverage, which could be linked into Duluth. 
 
The void became very evident when KDØCI, who was conducting mobile operations during the drill, was only able to 
access the 147.00 repeater in Matowah from the northeastern quarter of Kanabec County on a consistent basis. The 
Matowah repeater is linked to the 146.94 repeater in Duluth, providing a direct link into the Duluth office of the National 
Weather Service.  
 
Spotty access by KDØCI mobile was attainable along and immediately west of the Highway 65 corridor near Mora, but 
mobile efforts to access Matowah farther to the west were negligible.  
 
There was a bit of good news from a fixed location perspective as Mary Broshofske, KAØAJF, was able to easily 
access the Matowah repeater from Ann Lake Township in extreme western Kanabec County. Direct access from there 
might prove to be more difficult however during severe weather. 
 
Volunteers Wanted For Skywarn Group in Cambridge area 
 
Aaron Diers, KCØWKP, is looking for Amateur Radio volunteers in Isanti, Eastern Mille Lacs, and Western Chisago 
Counties that might be interested in forming a Skywarn Group for the area. This Skywarn group would be working 
within range of the Cambridge/Crown Repeater. 
 
Aaron is also interested in hearing from operators who might not be able to work as spotters, but who would be willing 
to work instead as Net Control stations during severe weather. If you have questions, or are interested in the formation 
of this Skywarn group, please contact Aaron as soon as possible. He can be reached at aaron@diers.us. 
 
New Net Controls Learn the Ropes 
 
Aaron KCØYUE and Dave KCØYBX really stuck their necks out recently as they got their feet wet as Net Controls 
Stations for the Tuesday evening Mille Lacs County Emergency Preparedness Net. By all accounts, both of them did a 
marvelous job in their NCS debuts. 
 
Aaron was admittedly a bit nervous before his debut on the April 10th session. “The purpose of this net is operator 
training,” acting Net Manager KDØCI assured him. All NCS’s go through that same thing. Don’t worry about making 
mistakes. That’s how you learn.” Aaron wound up doing such a good job, KDØCI said afterwards that he could not 
recall having heard Aaron making a single mistake during the session. 
 
Next time will be even easier! 
 
Pine County Preparedness Advisory Council Meeting May 9th  
 
The Pine County Preparedness Advisory Council will have a meeting on Wednesday May 9th from 1:30 until 3:30 PM 
at the Pine County Public Works Building in Sandstone. The theme of this meeting is to empower community leaders 
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to take an active part in preparing and responding to emergencies affecting Pine County with the lowest economic 
impact. Several items are on the agenda including updates from County Public Health and Homeland Security offices, 
committee reports from CERT, VIPS, Neighborhood Watch – USA Watch, and the Fire and Medical Corps. You are 
invited to bring your ideas and a friend. The Public Works building is located at 1610 Highway 23 North in Sandstone. 
UPCOMING VE TESTING 
 
The following exam info courtesy of ARRL 
 
28-Apr-2007 
Sponsor: UNSPONSORED 
Time: 5:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Contact: JOHN J SMOLENSKI 
(763)263-8741 
Email: N0YR@ARRL.NET 
VEC: ARRL/VEC 
Location: GREAT RIVER ENERGY BUILDING 
2 CONFERENCE ROOM 
ELK RIVER, MN 55309 
PLEASE NOTE THE LOCATION FOR THIS SESSION! 
THIS SESSION INCLUDES AN ALL DAY CLASS FOR TECH AND GENERAL PRIOR TO THE TEST. 
 
26-May-2007 
Sponsor: UNSPONSORED 
Time: 8:30 AM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Contact: JOHN J SMOLENSKI 
(763)263-8741 
Email: N0YR@ARRL.NET 
VEC: ARRL/VEC 
Location: AMERICAN LEGION 
525 RAILROAD DRIVE 
ELK RIVER, MN 55330 
 
23-Jun-2007 
Sponsor: UNSPONSORED 
Time: 8:30 AM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Contact: JOHN J SMOLENSKI 
(763)263-8741 
Email: N0YR@ARRL.NET 
VEC: ARRL/VEC 
Location: AMERICAN LEGION 
525 RAILROAD DRIVE 
ELK RIVER, MN 55330 
 
UPCOMING HAMFESTS 
 
Saturday May 5th – Arrowhead Radio Amateur Club Hamfest 
   9AM – 2PM @ Head Of The Lakes Fairgrounds – Multipurpose Building 
   4700 South Tower Avenue (Wisconsin State Highway 35) Superior Wisconsin 54880 
    
   Fairgrounds are located next to Superior Airport 
 
Admission $6.00 (12 and under FREE!) Free parking for most vehicles 
VE Testing 10 AM in the 4H Building – Contact Doug AAØAW – 218-626-2590 
 
Talk-in on 146.94 (-) [PL103.5] Duluth, 147.00 (-) [PL103.5] Mahtowa, or 146.94 (-) [PL114.8] Two Harbors 
Burghardt Amateur Radio featuring new equipment. More info at www.thearac.org  
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NET INFORMATION - [Post near your radio for handy reference] 
 
MILLE LACS COUNTY EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS NET 
Every Tuesday Evening @ 7 PM – 146.565 MHz [Simplex] 
 
Preamble and Format for the Mille Lacs County Emergency Preparedness Net 
[Updated on February 11th 2007, and supersedes all previous issues] 
 
Preamble: 
This is [your call sign] calling the Mille Lacs County Emergency Preparedness Net. This net meets each Tuesday 
evening at 7 PM Central Time on a frequency of 146.565 Megaherz for the primary purpose of operator training. This 
net also provides dissemination of Amateur Radio information and bulletins. All stations are welcome to join the net, 
and are asked to check in by the use of their call sign only. This is a directed net. Transmit only at the direction of the 
net control, and please pause between transmissions so others may join our group. Each station will be recognized in 
the order they check in, and they will be given an opportunity for informal comments. Again, your net control station is 
[your call sign], my name is [your first name], and I’m located at [your location]. 
 
Format: 
Standby for Emergency Traffic 
Standby for check-ins from Mobile Stations only [Follow by asking for any relays on mobiles] 
Standby for Announcements or Bulletins 
Standby for general check-ins 
 
Training and/or Informal Session [Standby periodically for any additional check-ins] 
 
Close the net:  
Thank all participants; return the frequency to general amateur use.  
 
Other Area & Regional Nets 
 
CENTRAL REGION EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS NET 
First Wednesday of every month @ 1 PM – 147.015 [WØMBD Repeater, St Cloud] 
 
UPPER MIDWEST TEN METER NET 
Every Thursday Evening @ 8 PM – 28.475 USB [Net Control KBØHDA] 
 
NEWCOMERS NET 
Every Monday Evening @ 8 PM – 147.015 [WØMBD Repeater, St Cloud] 
 
EMERGENCY PACKET FREQUENCY 
145.010 MHz 
 
Information On The World Wide Web 
 
Information on this and more local and regional Amateur Radio activity is posted on the St Cloud Amateur Radio Club 
website at www.w0sv.org 
 
Newsletter Comments, Questions, Etc. 
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Permission is granted to subscribers to reprint this newsletter for distribution to others. Material herein may be used 
elsewhere, as long as this newsletter is referenced as the source. Your comments, questions, etc for this newsletter 
are welcome. Send to kdzeroci@ecenet.com 
 
73, Kenny Broshofske KDØCI 


