
Recharging HT Batteries  - Michael S. Higgins (K6AER) 

Many hams often wonder why their batteries last only a few years awhile other hams are using their rechargeable 

batteries 6 years after buying their HT with long use cycles. Your charging and discharge habits have more to do 

with your battery life cycles.  

These tips will optimize performance and obtain longer life cycles from your rechargeable batteries.  

—Initialize your new battery by charging overnight before using it.   Nickel Cadmium or Nickel Metal Hydride: 14-

16 hours, Lithium Ion: 1 to 2 additional hours after charger light turns green  

—New, non-initialized batteries must be stored in well ventilated, cool and dry locations. Batteries stored in these 

conditions may be stored: Nickel Cadmium - up to 2 years, Nickel Metal Hydride - up to 18 months, Lithium Ion/

Polymer - up to 18 months 

—If used batteries are removed from service for periods longer than 30 days, they should be discharged to about 

50% of their capacity before storage. 

—Batteries which have been stored for more than two months should be fully discharged and recharged.  

—Do not leave your radio and fully-charged battery in the charger when not charging. Continuous charging will 

shorten battery life.  

—Only charge a battery when it needs it. If it is not fully discharged, do not recharge it. Carry a spare.  

—Stabilize batteries to room temperature (72 F) before charging.  

—Do not return fully charged non-impres batteries to the charger for an ―extra boost‖. Repeated short cycle 

charging will shorten battery life.  

—Batteries will no store indefinitely. Do not buy a spare battery to use in a few years after your present one dies. 

The battery will last longer with careful use than sitting on the shelf indefinitely waiting for initial use. Buy your 

replacement battery when you need it.  

—Store batteries at room temperature. Batteries exposed to low or freezing temperatures will have a shortened 

life.  

—Do not quick charge batteries from a high current source. It will separate the internal acid gell and you risk 

explosion from heat build up.  

—Not all batteries packs are built the same or have the same quality. Buy cheep and buy often is the caveat in the 

two way radio world.  

This article from http://www.eham.net/articles/12354 

More Battery information can be found at:  http://www.batteryuniversity.com/ 
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Radio Operators 

needed for July 

13th Tour of Saints 

Bike Event ñ

contact Scott, N0UV  

Radio Operators 

needed for July 20th 

Heart of the Lakes 

Triathlon ñcontact 

Lee, WB0TRA  



Meeting was called to order on June 

19th at 7:00 p.m.  Introductions were 

made. 

The May meeting minutes were accepted 

as printed in the June newsletter. 

The Treasurer’s report was as follows: 

Checking  5,987.31 

Savings  1,322.69 

Rest. Savings    687.58 

CD  1,018.46 

Total Balance of $8,016.04 

The auction at last months meeting 

raised $1011.00, but some items were 

consignment and payments need to be 

made from this amount.  Website do-

main name registration will be renewed 

for 5 more years.  Club insurance was 

discussed and the need to update radio 

equipment listed with the Insurance 

company, especially with all the repeater 

replacements that have been done in the 

last year. 

Treasurer’s Report was accepted. 

For Field Day, at the clubhouse, on June 

28th-29th we will begin operating at 

1:00 pm Saturday and continue for 24 

hours.  We should be operating Class 1E 

(single station on emergency power), 

possibly 2E if there are enough people 

and someone who wants to setup the 

second operating station.  All are en-

couraged to participate and please bring 

in some food items for all to snack on. 

Volunteer radio operators are being 

sought for the Tour of Saints bike ride 

event, which will take place on July 13th.   

 

 

 

 

Also looking for volunteer(s) to plan the 

Annual Picnic on August 9th.  Sauk Rap-

ids Municipal park has already been re-

served and there will be a large truck 

for club member’s who wish to recycle 

old electronics with a cash donation to 

the club. 

Ben, K0BLR has been working some nets, 

the 80 meter side band Noon net and 

also has started a Digital net on 3.585 

MHz at 7 pm on Wednesday’s.  All are 

encouraged to check-in. 

Hope to being work soon on building the 

10X12 shed at the clubhouse and getting 

a tower variance from the city. 

Echolink at the clubhouse is down, the 

power amplifier failed (wasn’t a continu-

ous duty PA), crystals have been 

ordered for the radio that will re-

place it.   

Some Johnson radios have been do-

nated to the club and some parts for 

the remote receiver in Cold Spring, 

these will all be back-ups for the 

147.015 repeater. 

On June 24th there will be a disas-

ter exercise.  Jack, W0MBD talked 

about some things members should 

all be prepared with to help out 

should a real emergency occur re-

quiring our assistance.  There was 

more discussion on protocol for hams 

assisting during disasters. 

 

 

 

Micky Weber, N0HAN won the 

World Radio Subscription and 

Charles Chirhart, K0SV would have 

won the $5 door prize if he had been 

present. 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by Mike 

Parker, KC0UEA. 

June General Meeting Minutes 
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Are you and your  

radio gear prepared 

to help out in an 

Emergency? 

Do you need another 

reason to use your 

radio?  Help out at the 

Tour of Saints Bike 

ride event on July 

13thñContact N0UV! 

Stay in touch! ééé Join the clubõs e-mail Reflector: 

1. From your email account that you would like to send and receive Radio club emails at, send an email to:                    

scarcmn-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  In the body of the email include your name and ham call sign. 

2. Then check your email for a new email, almost immediately there will be an email which will tell you to reply to 

that email to confirm your request to join, reply to the email.  This will alert Brad and Mike of your request to 

join. 

3. Once Brad or Mike checks their email next they will see your request to join and will submit their approval for you 

to join.  

4. You will receive a confirmation email indicating that you were approved and that you have joined the Yahoo Group/

the Clubs’ E-mail Reflector.  You will then receive messages sent to the email reflector by other members.  To 

send a message to all members on the email reflector send your message in an email to: 

scarcmn@yahoogroups.com 



Current Board Members 

President   

Scott Hall - N0UV 

Vice President   

Art Carlson – WA0NJR - Elected 

Treasurer  

Jerome Dahlager – KC0WCF –      

Elected 

Secretary  

David Nick – KD7III – Elected 

Mike Parker – KC0UEA – Acting Sec-  

retary 

Trustees   

Leonard Hopkins – KC0NZF (2008 - 10) 

Harold Hoffman KC0FAX (2007 - 09) 

Larry Snodgrass – KC0SMM  (2006 - 08) 

Past President  

Jack Maus – W0MBD 

Webmaster 

Phil Jorgensen - N1ARM 

Pictured from left to right:   

Art Carlson – WA0NJR (Vice President), 

Scott Hall – N0UV (President) 

Jerome Dahlager – KC0WCF (Treasurer) 

Starting this month, we at ARRL are introducing a brand new monthly feature: Amateur Radio quizzes! Stump your friends with 

your knowledge of arcane ham trivia. Stump yourself by trying to answer these easy (and sometimes not-so-easy) questions. See if 

the Doctor really does know best.  

This month we visit the Department of Redundancy Department with a test about...tests! How much do you know (or remember) 

about your ham license exam and the processes involved? We have ways to make you talk!                                    

Are You "IN Shape" for the Doctor's Check-up? 
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1. How many VE's must be present to administer an exam? 

a. None, exams aren't administered in Canada! 

b. 1 

c. 2 

d. 3 

2. What is the passing percentage for FCC amateur exams? 

a. 50 percent 

b. 75 percent 

c. 80 percent 

d. About 50-50 from what I've seen 

3. Which of the following was sufficient to pass the Element 1 

Morse Code exam? 

a. 25 consecutive characters copied 

b. Begging and pleading for mercy 

c. A written essay describing the text sent during the exam 

d. A what? 

4. What is the document the test administrator provides that 

shows you've passed your exam? 

a. FCC Form 605 
b. OET Bulletin 65 

c. CSCE 

d. An ARRL Radiogram to your mom 

5. Which of the following are needed to access your personal 

license information from the FCC Universal Licensing System? 

a. URL 

b. FRS 

c. FRN 

d. CORES  

6. After passing your General class exam, what do you append to 

your call sign when calling CQ on 20 meter phone? 

a. Stroke KT 

b. Stroke AG 

c. Upgrade 

d. Yippee! 

7. How long should it take between passing your first exam and 

getting your call sign? 

a. The VE team will assign you a new one on the spot 

b. As soon as the VEC receives the exam report 

c. No more than a couple of weeks 

8. The set of questions from which exams are constructed is 

called the__________. 

a. Test booklet 

b. Instrument of torture 

c. Test generator 

d. Question pool  

    (Continued on next page) 

http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/index.htm?job=home
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9. You must be _________ to administer an amateur exam session. 

a. 21 years of age 

b. An accredited Volunteer Examiner 

c. This tall 

d. An Amateur Extra class licensee 

10. Which reference contains the current rules and regulations for the Amateur Radio Service? 

a. FCC Wireless Telecommunications Bureau Operations Policy Manual 

b. Article 25 of the International Radio Regulations 

c. Riley Hollingsworth's Little Black Book 

d. Part 97 of the FCC Regulations 

Bonus Question -- At the test session, 90 percent of the more than two dozen candidates passed their Technician exam. Of those, 66 

percent passed and went on to the General. Of those, 66 percent went on to take the Extra, but 25 percent failed. If the test room 

could only hold 35 candidates (not including the examiners), how many total candidates were there? 

 

Answers: 1. D -- more may be present, but three is the minimum, 2. B, 3. A -- B was not unusual, but remained insufficient, 4. C, 5. C, 6. 

B -- although D is frequently added, 7. C, 8. D -- although B is common, 9. B, 10. D 

Bonus Answer -- The solution is courtesy of Zack, W1VT. N is the total number of test takers. The number of successful Extra candi-

dates must be an integer and is equal to N × 9/10 × 2/3 × 2/3 × 3/4 = N × 3/10. N must less than 35, greater than 24 and divisible by 

10, so the answer is 30 candidates, leaving 9 successful Extras. 

Article from ARRL website: http://www.arrl.org/news/features/2008/06/24/10181/ 

 

 

   

E-mail Dave at W0DZW@charter.net with 

your Call sign, First name and E-mail address 

to be added to the compiled list of club mem-

bers e-mail addresses. These will be shared 

with club members only. 

Are You "IN Shape" for the Doctor's Check-up? Continued 

www.emergency-radio.org 

Volunteer Opportunities: 

A brief, but very informational website for those of us who are newer to 

Amateur Radio, but aren’t 

sure what else we can do 

with our license to  get 

more involved volunteer-

ing.  What are ARES, 

RACES, SKYWARN and 

other groups that rely on 

Amateur Radio Operators? 

Tour of Saints  

Sunday, July 13th     www.tourofsaints.com 

Bike ride event (not a race) - Volunteers to pro-

vide radio communication for bike repairs, injuries 

and to support operations of the event. 

Contact person is Scott, N0UV — n0uv@arrl.net 

Heart of the Lakes Triathlon 

Sunday, July 20th 

www.holtri.org 

Contact person will be Lee, WB0TRA 



In Central Minnesota and in many respects the upper mid-west, the name Fr. Jim Cashman, osc; epitomizes the definition of the ideal Ham 

Radio Operator.  He has been a ham for a little over 10 years, and the imprint of his extensive involvement can be seen and felt everywhere. 

Even his call sign, KC0EQE, gives us a glimpse of the man behind it. 

K Kindly 

C Cluttered surroundings 

0 Zero personal wealth or property as he practices his vow of poverty 

E Energetic 

Q Quick witted Irishman, who likes a òwee bit of Scotchó   

E Eager to try and learn new technologies 

After earning his first ticket, he quickly progressed through General and now Extra.  Following this he became a VE and an instructor for 

interested persons in his Foreston, MN parish and surrounding community.  In addition, Fr. Jim is a trained Skywarn Spotter, and he has been very 

instrumental in the development of the Central Minnesota Emergency Preparedness/Hospital Network, a program initiated by Home Land Security. 

Prior to his coming to Foreston 20 years ago, Jim spent 33 years teaching English, Communications Art and Drama at Archbishop Stepinac 

High School in White Plains, NY.  His involvement in drama did lead to some bit and walk-on parts in Broadway productions.  He is extremely proud of 

the fact that one of his most famous high school students was Alan Alda.  He also served as chaplain to the New York Fire Department and other 

parish ministries.  Some of the firemen he served were lost on September 11th. 

At 6:30am, Monday – Friday, Jim joins many of us on the Copasetic Network to discuss the 

weather, local happenings, and significant world, radio/antenna or computer problems and to 

exchange gardening tips with some of our spouses.  Prayer requests are honored and he has 

been known to give an on-the-air blessing to traveling fishermen. 

He reluctantly retired from active parish ministry in August of 2007, at the age of 86 and 

moved to the Crosier Monastery complex in Onamia, MN.  After obtaining permission from the 

complex manager and his Prior, Jim was allowed to install a beam antenna and his VHF/UHF 

antenna on the roof.  Area hams and some of his religious companions assisted with this pro-

ject.   While waiting for the roof antennas, Jim operated VHF/UHF with a mag mount on a 

cookie sheet. 

On May 18th, 2008, a few days after his 87th birthday, Jim celebrated his 60th anniversary of 

Ordination to the priesthood.  My wife Marva and I were privileged to attend this event and 

presented Fr. Jim with a ham cap emblazoned with his call sign, name and the Crosier emblem.  

Former teaching associates from New York and a bus load of parishioners from Foreston were 

also in attendance.  Several of his New York firemen friends had visited him last summer. 

Jim has three major loves in his life: his vocation as a priest, being a ham radio operator and his beloved dog ―Reba‖.  Reba has become the 

informal mascot for the Lake Song Apartments and knows how to warm the hearts of the other residents, in exchange for a doggie treat.  She has 

also taken ownership of the easy chair that the parishioners in Foreston gave Fr. 

Jim as a retirement gift. 

Jim is an avid reader and one of his favorite magazines is World Radio.  

He says the size is perfect as it fits inside the notebook they receive at their 

monthly Monastic Chapter meetings.  In honor of his 60th Anniversary, the St. Cloud 

Amateur Radio Club (W0SV) gave him an extended subscription to World Radio. 

Fr. Kermit Holl, osc; Jim’s Prior summarized Jim’s life with the following 

comments at the anniversary celebration. 

ñPerhaps you remember the phrase from the Gospel of John, ñThe wind blows 
where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from 
and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit.ò  Fr. Cashman is this kind 
of spirit.  He has been here and been there , doing this and doing that ðfrom the grand 
stages of New York, to the fertile farm fields of Foreston, and always across the airwaves 
of the world.  As one born of the Spirit, Jim has made a thousand crossings; weôre never 
quite sure  what heôs up to, but the wind blows, we hear its sound, and we know that Fr. 
Cashmanôs godly spirit is somewhere at work in the world.ò 

God Bless you Fr. Jim, you are an inspiration to all of us! 

Submitted by:   

Phil Jorgensen, N1ARM 

St. Cloud, MN 

pwjmrj@quixnet.net 

Fr. James Cashman, osc KC0EQE 
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Repeater        Offset   Tone             Location 

147.015  + PL 100.0      Collegeville, MN 

146.940  _ Autopatch    St. Cloud, MN 

146.835  _ PL 85.4        St. Cloud, MN 

147.105  + PL 85.4           Avon, MN 

224.800  - No Tone       St. Joseph, MN 

444.350  + No Tone        St. Cloud, MN  

443.650  + PL 85.4            Avon, MN 

145.270  - No Tone       Paynesville, MN 

146.520   Simplex    Nationwide Simplex 

146.640   Simplex    Nationwide Simplex 

442.225  + No Tone         St. Cloud, MN 

147.255  +  No Tone      Sauk Centre, MN 

 

The St. Cloud Amateur Radio Club is 85 

years strong! 

It all started back in 1921 with Robert 

"Bob" Witchen, WØSV, licensed as 9SV. 

The St. Cloud Radio Club call is regis-

tered as WØSV in honor of Bob 

Witchen, first licensed ham in the area. 

Since then, the club has grown by leaps 

and bounds serving in many useful ways 

among the surrounding tri-county area. 

For a more detailed history visit our 

website at:  www.w0sv.org 

73  

Please email the editor, 

Mike, KC0UEA at 

KC0UEA@yahoo.com 

with any corrections or 

additions to the news-

letter. 

St. Cloud Amateur 

Radio Club 

401 4th Street North 

Waite Park, MN 56387 

 

Phone: 320-255-1410 

 

E-mail: webinfo@w0sv.org 

 

E-mail Reflector:   

http://groups.yahoo.com/

group/scarcmn/ 

 

 

Weõre
 on t

he We
b!

 

www.w0sv.org 

Information About the St. Cloud Amateur  

Radio Club & Area Repeaters 

 


