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If you watched television during the past months, you could not miss the barrage of an-

nouncements concerning the switch from analog to digital broadcasting over the airwaves that 

will occur next year on February 17. If you use an analog television to receive broadcast sig-

nals over the air and not from a satellite, cable, or telephone company, then you will need a 

converter to receive broadcasts after Presidents' Day 2009. 

David Sparano has written an excellent article (found at http://www.broadcast.net/

~sbe1/8vsb/8vsb.htm), "What Exactly Is 8-Vsb Anyway?", that according to Nick Sayer, 

N6QQQ, has the best and most accessible description of 8VSB (8-level vestigial sideband 

modulation) that he has ever found. 

Nick is working on setting up an 8VSB transmitter. His goal is to get as close to an ATSC 

(Advanced Television Systems Committee)-compatible ATV station as he can get. He recom-

mends the article to anyone who wants to get started in digital ATV. 

By the way, Nick has a Web page (http://www.kfu.com/~nsayer/)  and a blog  (http://

nsayer.blogspot.com/) where you can read about his adventures in ATV. 

Another by the way -- if you search the Internet for digital ATV information, you will find 
European Web sites dedicated to the topic, but note that Europeans use DVB (Digital Video 

Broadcasting) Standards that North American television receivers cannot demodulate. 

Until next time, keep on surfin'! 

Article from: http://www.arrl.org/news/features/2008/10/03/10374/ 
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Ten years ago, only a few hams in North America knew that on-foot hidden transmitter hunting is an international sport with many names such as fox-

tailing, foxhunting, radio-orienteering and Amateur Radio Direction Finding (ARDF). Few were aware that Eastern European countries had begun play-

ing with ARDF decades ago; the first World Championships were in 1980. In 1988, stateside ARDF activity hams in Portland, Oregon and Southern 

California were learning the ARDF ropes by holding on-foot foxhunting events using international rules. 

What a change those 10 years have brought! More hams in more places are discovering that this form of radiosport is great exercise for the body and the 

brain. Our "big guns" of direction finding contesting continue to improve as USA catches up with the rest of the world. 

The Korean Amateur Radio League hosted the ARDF World Championships earlier this month, and for the sixth time, Team USA made the trip. Mem-

bers of the American team ranged in age from 23 to 66, representing seven states. Team members earned their positions at the 2007 USA Champion-

ships near South Lake Tahoe, California as well as the 2008 USA Championships near Bastrop, Texas. 

Overall, this was Team USA's best performance ever. We had four Top 10 finishes in the two days of fox-finding competition, first with 2 meter AM 

signals, and then with 80 meter CW signals. ARRL's team faced more than 300 of the planet's best foxtailers that represented 24 other national Amateur 

Radio societies. 

George Neal, KF6YKN, of Maspeth, New York, led our team by capturing a bronze medal in the category for men between ages 50 and 59 in the 2 

meter foxhunt. He found all four required transmitters and got to the finish line in 1:23:42, less than six minutes behind gold medalist Igor Kekin of 

Russia. The other Top 10 finishers -- all in the 80-meter event -- were Vadim Afonkin of Boston, who was 5th in M40 category; Bob Cooley KF6VSE, 

of Pleasanton, California, who was 7th in M60, and Nadia Scharlau of Cary, North Carolina, who was 9th in W35. 

 

Fields and Forests  

"This was an excellent World Championships," Neal said. "The courses were very hard, 

almost brutal!" Radio-orienteers are used to running among trees in forested land, using 

an orienteering map as a guide, but this year's 2 meter event on September 4 was quite 

different. According to Jay Hennigan, WB6RDV, of Goleta, California, the terrain of the 

2400 acre site was unlike any he had ever experienced. 

"The course was long and narrow, about three times as long as it was wide," Hennigan 

explained. "The start was in the north and the finish was in the south. On the map, it was 

about three-fifths woods, but that was all marked dark green, which meant you couldn't 

get through it unless you could find a pathway. Fortunately, there were a few trails in 

there to make it doable. The rest was marked yellow, which turned out to be cultivated 

fields and drained rice paddies. There were roads on either side, so it became a matter of 

running down the road until you thought you were perpendicular to a transmitter, slog-

ging to it through the mud, punching in and then running to one of the side roads, de-

pending on where the next fox appeared to be. It wasn't just rice, there were other crops 

including some kind of cabbage. We couldn't avoid trampling the plants, but the farmers 

weren't yelling or coming after us." 

The 80 meter event on September 6 was mostly in more familiar forested terrain. It was a 

bigger site and a 10 percent longer course. Competitors said that they felt like mountain 

goats because it seemed as if each fox was on top of a different hill. 

Excellent radio-orienteers abound in Europe and Asia. Fourteen of the 25 nations at this 

year's World Championships took home one or more medals, but only five countries 

brought home gold. Three of them -- Russia, Ukraine and the Czech Republic -- domi-

nated the medal count, capturing 71 percent of all medals and 92 percent of the golds. In 

these countries, ARDF is an important Amateur Radio activity in nearly every city and 

town. With so many hams doing radio-orienteering, these countries can fill complete 

team rosters with the maximum allowable three persons in each age category for males 

and females. 

Having a large team does not provide a cooperative advantage. Each competitor must 

work independently on championship courses. Any collusion or collaboration among 

team members is strictly forbidden; team scores are based only on the sum of individual 

performances.                                                                           (Continued on next page) 

Another World Championship Medal for ARDF Team USA 
By Joe Moell, K0OV—ARRL Amateur Radio Direction Finding Coordinator — September 29, 2008

�

USA’s Amateur Radio Direction Finding team is just back from the World Championships in Korea, 

where for the second consecutive time, the Stars and Stripes were displayed on the medal podium. 
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USA’s delegation to the 2008 ARDF World Championships. 

Heads left to right are Bob Cooley, KF6VSE (M60); Ken 

Harker, WM5R (Juror); Jen Harker, W5JEN (W21); Dale 

Hunt, WB6BYU (Captain); Harley Leach, KI7XF (M60); 

Nadia Scharlau (W35); George Neal, KF6YKN (M50); Scott 

Moore, KF6IKO (M40); Vadim Afonkin (M40); Jay Thomp-

son, W6JAY (M21); Charles Scharlau, NZ0I (M40), and Jay 

Hennigan, WB6RDV (M50). Not pictured is Richard 

Thompson, WA6NOL. �




