Message from the President —=The Prez Sez ...

In 1917 when
the St Cloud Mic
& Key Club was
formed I doubt
they dreamed the
club would be in
existence 91
years later. From
spark-gap to CW,
AM to SSB. From
RTTY to more
digital modes
that I can name.
Advancement and
change continue
through the dec-
ades.

At the Novem-
ber annual meet-
ing we'll have
elections to
choose the ex-
ecutive board for

the next two
years. Most elec-
tions in our club
are really calls to
volunteer since
the elections are
usually unop-
posed.

Some of the
current board
may wish to vol-
unteer for an-
other two years,
that's up to
them. For myself,
I will not. Eight
years as presi-
dent are more
than enough. This
is my final year.
It's time for
fresh ideas and
leadership. I have

no doubt that the
club will thrive
without me as
president, it
could easily do
better. There are
many in the club
that would

make good or
even great board
members. Please
consider volun-
teering by put-
ting your name in
nomination.

73 and I'll see
you in October.

I'll miss the Sep-
tember meeting
because I'll be on
vacation in Towa
visi‘ring my son.
Scott - NOUV
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September:

General Mtg 18th

Oct Board Mtg ~ 9th
Oct General Mtg 16th

Jamboree on the 19th
Air (JOTA)

Nov Annual Mtg  21st

w/Auction

Dec General Mtg 18th
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Meeting was called to order on
August 21st at 7:00 p.m. Intro-
ductions were made.

The July meeting minutes were
accepted as printed in the August
newsletter.

The Treasurer's report was as
follows:

Checking 5,009.56
Savings 1,322.69
Rest. Savings ~ 687.58

CcD 1,018.46
Total Balance of $8,038.29

The projected expenses include
building utilities and building in-
surance (about $800).

Treasurer's Re-

backbone had been

degraded, it was found that the
amplifier was bad. A new amp has
been purchased and is in the proc-
ess of being prepared fo be in-
stalled. The old amplifier will be
repaired and will serve as a back-
up replacement. A new Echolink
antenna was purchased for the
Echolink station at the clubhouse,
it will need to be installed, higher
on the power pole than the old one
was to improve the range.

In regards to upcoming dates;
September 13th has been set as a
date to begin assembly of a lawn
shed at the clubhouse. Please

Echolink Antenna

August General Meeting Minutes

help out if you can. JOTA—
Jamboree on the Air will be at the
clubhouse on October 18th and
19th. Please plan to help with the
51st annual JOTA if you can—also
share with any boy scouts that
you know and encourage them to
invite their troop to make some
HF contacts to other boy

scouts.

November 21st; Ngeb'e to be
The annual recruited
meeting will Plan to attend to repair
be November it, cur-
21st where the Annual rently it
elections will Meeﬁng! runs con-

take place. Discus-

sion about where it will be

held this year took place and

members were inter-
ested in holding it at

port was ac- the St. Joseph Fire
cepted. needs to be Hall again this
Repeater installed at the year.

updates in- clubhouse—any The February
cluded that Hamfest was

the 440 UHF volunteers?

brought up, is was de-
cided to try to get the Ar-
mory for Feb 14th or Feb 21st
since Feb 7th is the

QSO party. . won the World Radio
In reviewing vurlunce muy Subscription, but
the City of not be necessary donated if fo
Waite Park Tom Weyhr‘auch,
rower ordi for tower at the KDODOS and
o Andy Faith,
hance it ap- clubhouse. KAOETZ would have

pears that we

may not need to apply

for a variance. The language
leaves an opening which amateur
radio and our purpose should qual-
ify. It was asked who would be
willing to take care of getting
some letters of approval from the

neighbors to the clubhouse and
to contact the mayor or whom-
ever may be responsible to get
the approval, Lenny, KCONZF
volunteered to look into it.

A pop vending machine was do-
nated to the club, but needs a
little bit of work, Fred Duke,
KOCE may be

tinuously.

It was brought up that the
computers at the clubhouse
are maybe too outdated to con-
tinue their operation for what
they are used for considering
there may be some members
who may have some they are
not using that are newer that
what is at the clubhouse. Phil,
N1ARM was going to look into
some computers that he may
be able to get for the club.

Art Carlson, WAONJR

won the $5 door prize if
he had been present.

Meeting was adjourned at 7:57

Respectfully submitted by
Mike Parker, KCOUEA.
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Volunteer Opporcunities:

Tower Construction at the Clubhouse

Shed Construction @ the Clubhouse

A variance may not be necessary to install the
tower due to language in the city ordinance.
Looking for someone to help by getting Letters
of approval from clubhouse neighbors and to
contact Mayor for final approval.

Tentative Dates: Sept 13/14

The club approved building a 10 X 12 shed, the

materials will be purchased from Menards, help

will be needed to haul and cut materials and to
assemble the shed at the clubhouse.

Weblinks of Interest

http://openaprs.net/ - Dis-
plays up to date APRS data by
searching by call sign, city,
State or Zip code, it uses

Google maps to display the
information.

http://www.dxatlas.com/CwS
kimmer/— Computer Soft-
ware: "multi-channel CW de-
coder and analyzer" with a
fast waterfall display, with a
resolution sufficient for
reading Morse Code dots and
dashes visually.

€lub e-mail Address List

To improve communication be-
tween individual club members
for assistance with various
things like event questions, tech-
nical questions or other business
it would be nice to have a master
list of individuals e-mail ad-
dresses.

To share your e-mail address
with other club members, please
email Dave at
wOdzw@charter.net with your
call sign and name.

Dave will compile them into a
master list which will be shared
only with SCARC members.

€lub e-mail Reflector

Contact Brad KBOHNN or Mike
KCOUEA for information on how to
join or for answers to any questions
you have about the e-mail reflector.
The e-mail reflector allows individu-
als to send an email from their own
email account to all SCARC club
members who have joined the email
reflector.

Once you have joined the reflector,
you may send a information to the
group by sending your message in an
email to: scarcmn@yahoogroups.com

The Email reflector is private, only
those who are approved by the mod-
erators may join the group and/or
send messages to the reflector
group. You will not receive spam
emails from joining the club e-mail
reflector.

Current Board Members

President

Scott Hall - NOUV

Vice President

Art Carlson - WAONJR - Elected
Treasurer

Jerome Dahlager - KCOWCF -
Elected

Secretary

David Nick - KD7IITI - Elected

Mike Parker - KCOUEA - Acting Sec-

retary

Trustees

Leonard Hopkins - KCONZF (2008 - 10)
Harold Hoffman KCOFAX (2007 - 09)
Larry Snodgrass - KCOSMM (2006 - 08)
Past President

Jack Maus - WOMBD

Webmaster

Phil Jorgensen - NIARM

Pictured from left to right:

Art Carlson - WAONJR (Vice President),
Scott Hall - NOUV (President)
Jerome Dahlager - KCOWCF (Treasurer)
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€Q €hina
By Larry McCartin, KH6ITY  August 29, 2008
An inside view of Amateur Radio in China.

China -- Just the name brings visions of secrecy and infrigue. China -- A country shrouded for centuries from the prying eyes of the West and a
country with a deep desire to keep itself isolated from the influences of capitalism. China has been ruled by multiple dynasties over the centuries and
finally by Communism beginning in 1949. It's a place Judy, KE5DPO, and I just had to visit. Judy and I are both high school teachers from South
Texas. We decided to spend a full month of our summer vacation traveling in China and learning more about this unique society. Our visit would not
only enlighten us about the thousands of years of cultural history, but also allow a glimpse into the emerging world of Amateur Radio in a society that

for decades severely restricted those involved in our wonderful hobby. _—

We begah preparations for our China trip a full 6 months in advance of the anticipated departure date. One of our goals was
to attempt to interact with local hams in Beijing using EchoLink. We eventually met a fascinating individual by the name of Min
Yu, BGIMIE, who lives in central Beijing. MinYu likes to go by his nickname, "Min." Over a 6 month period we met with Min as
often as possible on EchoLink and exchanged both cultural and personal information. By the time we were ready to leave for
China we had become very good friends. Three days after landing in Beijing and recovering from our jet lag, Min came over to
the hotel o meet us. Over the next month our friendship grew as Min went out of his way to insure our trip was as wonderful
and exciting as possible. When I expressed a desire to research both the past history and present state of Amateur Radio in
China, Min jumped in with both feet. He took us on tours of Amateur Radio facilities within Beijing and served as both a
friend and interpreter during our visits to various locations. When you consider my entire Chinese vocabulary consisted of l

three words -- hello, toilet and thank you -- his skills in language interpretation proved quite valuable.
CRSA with three employ
Some History: The grass roots beginnings of ham radio in China mirror to a large extent the growth of the hobby in most

western countries during the 1920s and 1930s. Individual amateurs constructed their own stations and experimented with propagation using various
designs of both equipment and antennas. Unfortunately, most of these people were not Chinese. The hational government and local governments were
not receptive to communications from Chinese citizens flowing outside their country. Consequently, the vast majority of hams during this period were
foreigners living in China. By 1949 the total humber had only grown to about 400 individual Amateur Radio operators within the country. In 1949 a
civil war ended that resulted in China being governed by the Chinese Communists under Mao Zedong. The Government immediately began confiscating
all equipment. All ham radio activities ceased in China that year.

On November 3, 1958 the People's Republic of China issued its first ham radio license, BY1PK. The license was valid only for contests and was moni-
tored under the strict control of the Central Government. This first excursion onto the airwaves was short lived and BY1PK fell silent in a very short
period of time. Less than a year later, the government again issued the BY1PK call sign but restricted its use to CW only. Within a short time the call
sign again fell silent. The call sigh was again issued in 1960 but all contact was restricted to socialist countries. During the Cultural Revolution, ham
radio was again outlawed.

The devastation brought on by the Cultural Revolution eventually ended and in 1982 BY1PK again found itself active on the airwaves, although under
high scrutiny and control of the government. Ten years later in 1992 the government seriously relaxed its control of Amateur Radio in China.

The Present Day License Situation in China: Amateur Radio in China began a slow but steady growth when the internal controls by the government
were relaxed in 1992. Control of ham radio activities was placed in the hands of a central organization known as the Chinese Radio Sports Association
(CRSA). The logo for the CRSA is almost identical to the logo for the ARRL. They maintain a central organization office plus satellite of fices located
in various cities throughout the country. They issue a quarterly magazine to all their members, somewhat like QST. The CRSA is empowered by the
State with the authority to administer tests. The licensing procedure is quite different from what we experience in the West. The Chinese have a
minimum age of 18 to qualify for a ticket. Any child under 18 interested in the hobby can apply for a short wave listener (SWL) license and also par-
ticipate under the direction of a control operator.

The initial cost is about $21. This includes training materials and first year membership in CRSA. This is in addition to $13 or so for the initial exami-
nation. When the license is issued it actually consists of three separate identification cards. The first is the license itself. The license contains the
issued call sign plus a picture of the operator. It is not a license to own equipment, but merely a license to operate approved stations such as club
stations. The second card is issued by the CRSA to show membership. This is mandatory. Third, if the ham desires to have a home station, he is re-
quired to have a separate license for this. The application must list the owned equipment, its location and serial number. The equipment may not be
moved to another location without application and approval. The license term is 5 years. It is not difficult to obtain a station license. Permits are also
issued for mobile vehicle installations.

The Chinese issue four different classes of Amateur Radio licenses. They are numbered from the highest class, Class one, to the lowest class, Class
four, and appear to parallel past structures we have used in the US. Class four appears to be equivalent to our old Novice license with some interest-
ing twists. This class has 10 meter privileges between 29.2 MHz and 29.3 MHz, plus 29.550 MHz to 29.700 MHz. They have the same exact privi-
leges as US hams on 6 meters but are limited to 144-145.8 on 2 meters. Class three has full HF/VHF/UHF privileges, except 12 and 17 meters, but is
limited to certain areas of each band. The two highest classes have all privileges, with minor reductions for Class two.

The CRSA in China: _The CRSA is very active in promoting Amateur Radio within China. They maintain stations at various locations for their members
to use. This helps promote the hobby to those less financially able to own equipment. Min, BGIMIE, was kind enough to take me on a visit to the local
Beijing branch office of CRSA. While there, I was infroduced to the office staff and allowed to use the station. The office staff consists of seven
employees, three of whom are hams. The environment was very friendly and efficient. While there, a local citizen of Beijing came in to take an exami-
nation.

CRSA maintains a very nice station under the call BG1BJ at the Beijing branch office. The station consists of two Kenwood TS-440S transceivers and
a 5 element beam located on the roof. Just like the ARRL, the CRSA invites hams to visit and use the station. This also includes foreign hams. If you

The author at the Beijingfpranch of

S.
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€Q €hina Continued

ever visit Beijing, just bring along your original license from your country of origin. With your license in hand, the CRSA will allow you to use BG1BJ as
much as you like. There are no restrictions on the amount of time you can use the station. Although they are closed on weekends, they will appoint a
staff member to go in and open up for you on Saturday or Sunday, should you so desire. The only thing they ask is that you call in advance. If you find
yourself in Beijing and would like to visit the CRSA and use their equipment, simply call them after you arrive at 8610-87687511.

Should the desire hit you to become a member, you can join the CRSA for the staggering amount of about $3 per year (as this is written). This also

includes the magazine, but only within China. I'm sure you would have to pay extra for international postage. I found the CRSA to be just what China
needs for its emerging ham radio population. Just like the ARRL, they are extremely dedicated, professional and accommodating to members of the

ham radio fraternity.

Equipment: Types, Availability and Costs: In the past, China may have lacked having equipment available for the local ham to use, but that has
changed. There has been a dramatic change in attitude by the government in this area. One day Min called me at the hotel and said he wanted to take
me on an excursion of local ham radio hangouts in Beijing. It was wonderful. I thought I was in Tokyo. He took me to an area of Beijing just cluttered
with electronic stores. His favorite store was one operated by Mr Ping Lee, BG1JDW. Unlike many of the stores around him, Mr Lee's store carried
only Amateur Radio equipment. Mr. Lee was very accommodating and helpful. He allowed me to interview him about his store and the past history of
Amateur Radio in China. Mr Lee is a very active member of CRSA and owns multiple stores devoted to ham radio. At the conclusion of our interview,
Mr Lee presented me with a CRSA world map depicting all the call sign areas of the world. He expressed an interest in meeting other US hams and
invites anyone visiting Beijing to visit his store. The local phone number for his main store is 13901146177.

T visited multiple stores to study the most popular equipment and pricing. The selection was outstanding. Having not purchased any new equipment ina
few years, I cannot attest to the competitive nature of the prices. But here are a few. An FT-857D transceiver averaged $710. A Yaesu VX-2R
handheld transceiver sold for an average of $151. The Alinco DR-620 with standard microphone averaged $230.

There were also other brands for sale, but I really did not want to get into a statistical analysis of the subject. After all, this was supposed to be a
vacation. I did find one very interesting difference. China manufactures a line of VHF/UHF radios for hams that are not exported to the US. The
brand name is "Puxing" and is pronounced "poo-shing." The model number is PX-77. It is a 5 W VHF and 4 W UHF handheld transceiver. The specifi-
cations show it has 118 memory channels, Automatic Number Identification (ANI) code, built-in VOX, scan function, three color backlight display,
emergency call and is PC programmable. Its present selling price on the street, including a charger, is 320 renminbi (RMB), which is equal to about
$42 US. Exporting this radio in its present configuration to the US would be difficult as it also transmits on non-ham band frequencies, but it is an
excellent bargain to local hams on a limited budget. At the present time, according o Mr Ping, China does not manufacture any HF ham-band radios.

Present Activity of Amateur Radio Operators in China: Because ham radio has only recently experienced the freedom it needs to grow, a large per-
centage of operation is on VHF and UHF. China is still lacking large humbers of HF operators. But that will change in time as local operators gain
experience and knowledge in the field. Because of past severe governmental interference, China also lacks a large pool of "Old-Timers" such as we
have in the US, who can provide leadership, training and their past experiences for those new to the hobby. Because of this, most of the present
activity in China is found at VHF and UHF frequencies.

Beijing presently has one CRSA approved repeater located south of the city. It provides relatively good coverage for
most of the city and can be found on 439.758 MHz with a split of -5 and a tone of 88.5 Hz. The simplex frequencies
in Beijing are mostly on 145.1, 145.5 and 145.425 MHz with one being found on 438.5 MHz.

China and You: T truly believe there are many among our ham radio fraternity who would enjoy China as much as we

did. It's an exciting place culturally, socially and economically. As a matter of fact, it is among one of the cheapest

overseas destinations available to you. If you work hard and pursue prices on the Internet for airfare, you can fly for

between $850 to $950, plus tax, round trip to Beijing. We paid $17 a night for a comfortable hotel right in the mid-

dle of town and one block away from a subway station. The cost of the subway to any location is 32 cents. If you

really want to save on transportation, the bus is either 12 cents or 24 cents, depending upon the distance. Food is

r'idiculousl.y inexpensive. Quite of're.n we w?uld f)r'der' dinner f.r‘o.m a tiny restaurant across the street from our hotel. Larry, KH6ITY, at the microphor of

Our favorite meal was Kung-Pao Chicken with rice. It was delicious and a meal for two came to 10 RMB or a little over BGIBT at CRSA branch headguarfers.
) . q

$1US. A double order of meat dumplings cost 35 cents and the restaurant would bring our meals to the hotel and

then come back later to pick up the dishes. Beijing itself is a bright, clean, well maintained city with public restrooms

located on the street every two or three blocks apart. The streets are lined with either trees or flowers. I have traveled to many foreign locations

and have yet to see a city cleaner or more beautiful than Beijing.

Min Yu has expressed a desire to help any foreign hams who visit Beijing. If you intend to visit Beijing, he can be reached via e-mail at
BGIMIE@gmail.com. He asked me to list his local phone number also, as he truly enjoys meeting foreign hams. His local Beijing phone number is
13601157819. He speaks Chinese, English and Polish.

The CRSA will certainly do all within its powers to support your ham radio endeavors while you are there. Besides using any CRSA station by bringing
along your original license, you can also operate independently by procuring a Chinese visitors license. Please bear in mind that you may not transport
your own equipment into the country at this time. But you can use other stations such as club or CRSA stations using your own unique Chinese call
sign. Wouldn't that be fun! A simple search on the Internet will take you to various Web sites outlining the procedures necessary to procure a visi-
tors license.

Perhaps you should consider a trip to Beijing. It is such a beautiful city filled with so many things to see and do. While there, you can fully enjoy your
hobby of ham radio while visiting and seeing the many historical sites, leaning about the culture, meeting the nicest people and enjoying the wonderful
food. Remember, you will have Min Yu (Min), Mr Lee and the CRSA standing by to assist you to insure your trip is as wonderful and exciting as our
trip.

Article from: http://www.arri.org/news/features/2008/08/29/10293/

Page 5

Volume 08, Issue 9




St¢. Cloud Amateur
Radio €lub

401 4th Street North
Waite Park, MN 56387

® o o o o e o o
Phone: 320-255-1410

E-mail: webinfo@wOsv.org

E-mail Reflector:
http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/scarcmn/

We're on the Web!

www.wOsv.org

Iinformation About the St. €loud Amatceur
Radio €lub & Area Repeaters

The St. Cloud Amateur Radio Club is 85
years strong!

It all started back in 1921 with Robert

"Bob" Witchen, W@SV, licensed as 9SV.

The St. Cloud Radio Club call is regis-
tered as W@SV in honor of Bob
Witchen, first licensed ham in the area.

Since then, the club has grown by leaps
and bounds serving in many useful ways
among the surrounding tri-county area.

For a more detailed history visit our
website at: www.wOsv.org
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Repeater Offset

Tone Location

147.015 +
146.940 _
146.835 _
147.105 +
224.800 -
444.350 +
443.650 +
145.270 -
146.520

146.640

442225 +
147.255 +

PL 100.0 Collegeville, MN
Autopatch  St. Cloud, MN

PL 85.4 St. Cloud, MN

PL 85.4 Avon, MN

No Tone St. Joseph, MN
No Tone St. Cloud, MN

PL 85.4 Avon, MN

No Tone  Paynesville, MN
Simplex Nationwide Simplex
Simplex Nationwide Simplex
No Tone St. Cloud, MN
No Tone  Sauk Centre, MN

Please email the editor,
Mike, KCOUEA at
KCOUEA@yahoo.com
with any corrections or
additions to the news-
letter.




